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To the ſerious Inhabitants of. the N 
Pariſh of Madeley. a 


Beloved Brethren. 8 
TH little Piece, now put into your Hands, was 
vuvritten by your late memorable Paſtor ſoon 
aſter his Settlement in this Pariſh, and reviſed and 
corrected by his own Hands, juſt before his laſt 
Journey to Switzerland; and my Friend Mrs. 
FLETCHER, to whoſe Kindneſs I am indebted for the 
Manuſcript, tells me that a few Months before his 
Diſſolution, he expreſſed his Deſire of once more 
looking over it, with an Intention of putting it to 
the Preſs. ib 1 e 
It is now printed with a View to obviate thoſe 
Miſtakes which are unhappily entertained by ma- 
ny well-meaning Perſons in theſe parts, both as to 
the Nature and Tendency of a Religious Society; 
and to encourage them to unite with their Brethren, 
in making a bold and open Stand againſt the im- 
petuous Torrent of Ungodlineſs which deluges this 
Pariſh, and bears down every Barrier that hath 
been oppoſed by human Wildom or divine Au- 
thority. | 5 | 
The truly venerable Author needs no Commen- 
dation from my Pen, and leaſt of all to the Pa- 
riſhioners of Madeley. It would betray both Want 
of Modeſty and Want of Senſe, if I were to at- 
tempt to praiſe a Man who was above all human 


——— RI Die PN —⏑—ũ. — 


— 2 q &1 - 
*4 . ͤ CEE rt er: va Lats 9a vg 
o 


Aſſiduity 


- 


IV. 


Commendation, and of whoſe ite and Con zun Indi 


you were the conſtant Spectators The Name of 
the Paſtor, with whom you were ſo long, and ſo | 
endearingly converſant will, I am perſuaded, pro- 
cure to this little poſthumous Work of hi, not 
only that Attention which the Importance of the 
Subject demands, but alſo that reſpectſul Reception, 
and candid Examination which the acknowiedged 


Ability of tne Author, and the ardent Aifetions 
he ever evinced in prometing your beſt Intereſts, 


ſo powerfully claim. | 

Succeeding to a ſhare of his Cares and Labours; 
for your preſent and future Good, I feel it my 
bounden Duty, according to the Grace of God 


given unto me, to tread in his Steps; and both to 


adopt, and recommend by every Method in my 
Power, thoſe Meaſures which his experienced Wil- 
dom deemed conducive to your Salvation. That 


Means of advancing your ſpiritual Welfare, which 


as the Subject of theſe Sheets above all lay neareſt 


his Heart, and you are yourſelves the Witneſſes of 


the patient Zeal, painful Labours, and unremittin 

with which he endeavoured the Accom- 

pliſhment of this important Poirft. Being dead he 
et ſpeaketh, and calls upon you as Brethren to 


fight the Battles of your Lord, and with one con- 


— Fen Voice to uphold the Teſtimony of. Jeſus. 


He invites you to unite..your Wiſdom and Piety, 


our Influence and good Example, to give Glory to 
God in the Higheſt, and to diſplay Love and 
Good-will to Men upon Earth. Aſſociations for 
the Advancement of Arts, the Perfection of Science, 
the Extention of Commerce, the Deſence of K ing- 
doms, the Encouragement of * the Safety of 
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individuals, the Protection of Property, and the Re- 
of lief of the Unfortunate are every where encourag- 
2 ed and applauded: they are in fact, the beſt Means 


of promoting all the Intereſts of civil Society. 
What then may not be expected from an Aſſociation 
for religious Purpoſes? And who can be averſe 
to enter into a Society ſuch as is deſcribed in this 
Piece, unleſs from the Preyalence of ill- grounded 
Prejudices, which he is now entreated to call to a 
ſerious and diſpaſhonate Examination; or from the 
peſtilent Spirit of Gallio, which careth for none of 
theſe Things! That the Fa ther and Lover of Men, 
may pour out upon us the Spirit of his Grace, and 
unite us in the delightful Bonds of chriſtian and bro- 
therly Love; that he may redeem us from all Iniqui- 
ty, and ſanctify us unto himſelf a peculiar People, 
that we may be no more Strangers and Foreigners, 
but Fellow: citizens with the Saints, and built upon 
the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the. chief Corner: ſtone, may 
grow unto an Holy Temple in the Lord, is the un- 
feigned Deſire and earneſt Prayer of 
Brethren your moſt obliged, 
reſpectſul, and affectionate Servant 


MELVILL HORNE, 
Madeley September 18th 1788, 
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FIRST PART. 
1 The Nature of a 
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY. 


INthe Old Teftament we read, that thoſe who 
*« feared the Lord, ſpake often one to another, 
sand that the Lord hearkened and heard it, and 
© kept a Book of Remembrance for them that 
* fearcd the Lord and thought upon his Name.” 
Mal. iii. 16. And David alſo not ſatisßed with 
offering public Praiſe to God in the great Congre- 
gation, thought it highly proper to do ſo among 
the Faithful: hence that Invitation, Come and 
„hear all ye that fear God, and I will declare 
«© what he hath done for my Soul.“ Ha Ixvi. 16. 
In the Goſpel we have an Account of a Religious 
Society formed by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, which at firſt 
conſiſted “ of the twelve Apoſtles and certain 
% Women, viz. Mary Magdalen, and Johanna, and 
'*« Suſanna, and many others who miniltred unto 
„ him of their Subſtance.” Lute viii. 1. 3. 
Afterward our Lord appointed other Seventy 
* alſo,” whereby his Society was ſo conſiderably 
enlarged, that the Number of the Members was a- 
bout “an hundred and twenty.” Lu te x. 1. dcts 
ir 4,9 | FEI | 
Theſe. were © all together in one Place, with 
one Accord; and they continued ſtedfaſtly in 


* 
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| + 
© the Apoſtle's Doctrine, in Fellowſhip, and in 
% Prayer. Yea and all that believed had all. 


of the Apoſtles in their Epiſtles. 


= 


*. 


« Things common; and continued daily with one 
% Accord in the Temple; and breaking Bread from 
& Houſe to Houſe, did eat their Meat with Glad- 


© neſs and Singleneſs of Heart, Praiſing God;“ 


and what was wonderful, “ having Favour with 
all People,” who did not belong to their So- 
ciety. Acts ii. 1. 42. 41. 45. 46. and 47. 
That this pious Practice ought by no Means to 
be laid aſide, appears from the repeated Injunctions 
Forſake not 

the aſſembling of yourſelves together, as the 
Manner of ſome is, fays St. Paul, but exhort 
one another:” and again, Take heed, Bre- 
thren leſt there be in any of you, an evil Heart 
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66 
bs 
46 
£6 


yet called to-day, leſt any of you be hardened 
through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin.“ Heb. x. 25. 
and Heb. iii. 12. 13. 2 

The Apoſtle enforces this Duty by another po- 
fitive Command; * Let the Word of God dwell 
« richly in you, teaching and exhorting one ano- 
„ ther in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual 
Ce. 111. 16. 

The ſame infpired Author goes much farther in 
his Epiftle to the Corinthians; where we find the 
following Rule laid down, that all Things in their 
Aſſemblies for ſocial Worſhip, might be done de- 
cently and in Order. Let two or three ſpeak,” 


ſays he, if they have a Word of Exhortation. or of 


Comfort; “ and if any Thing be revealed to (or 


=, impreſſed on the Mind of another that ee | 
„by, let the firſt hold his Peace; for ye may all 


of Unbelief, but exhort one another, while it is 


375 
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„ prophecy,” (that is, ſpeak a Word to the Glory 


of God, and the Edification of your Brethren) 
„ one by one, that all may learn, and all may be 
e comforted.” 1. Cor. xiv. 29. 31. | 


St. Paul alſo urges the Theſalonians to the Prac- 
| tice of this Duty—** Comfort yourſelves together,“ 
ſays he, © and edily one anotheras allo ye do; warn 

them that are unruly, comfort the feehle- minded. 


« and ſupport the weak. 1. Theſ. v. 1 1. 4 55 
St. James orders all Chriſtians ** to confeſs 
te their Sins one to another, and then to pray with 
% each other that they might be healed. 
16. And St, Jude, having mentioned “ the 


«<4 mockers of the laſt Time, who walk after their 


4% own Lu{ls, and ſeparate themſelves from their 
(praying) Brethren, being ſenſual and not having 
e the Spirit,” adds, But you beloved, building 
„ up yourſelves in your moſt holy Faith, praying 


in the Holy Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the Love 
© of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus 


„ Chriſt, unto eternal Life. Jude i. 18. 20. 21. 
Encouraged by theſe apoſtolic Exhortations, and 


the practice of ſpiritual Worſhipers in every Age, 


a few of us purpole to be wiſe in our Generation, 
as are the Children of this World, who every where 
allociate themſelves for the Purpoſes of Pleaſure or 
of Gain, | T 

In Order to this, we deſign by the Grace of Gad 
to unite in a Religious Society, to ſupport and ani- 
mate each other in the ways of Godlineſs, and to 
promote our mutual Salvation, by all the means 
which chriſtian Prudence and brotherly Love can 
ſuggeſt. 1 | 


James Vi 


The chief of theſe, we apprehend to be that 
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| (5 10 
which our Church recommends, in the firſt Eibor⸗ 


tation of the Communion Service, where ** Thoſe. 


© who ſee the need of a full and well-grounded 


_ &% Truſt in God's Mercy, and ofa quiet Conſcience 


by the Senſe of the Forgiveneſs of their Sins, are 


+ directed to go to their Paſtor, or to ſome other 


„ diſcreet Miniſter, as requiring farther Counſel 
and Comfort for the quieting of their Conſci- 
«« ences, that opening their Griefs, they may re- 
% ceive by the Miniftry of God's holy Word, the 
„% Benefit of Abſolution, together with ghoſtly 
4+ Counſel and Advice; to the avoiding all Scru- 
« ples and Doubifulneſs about their Intereſt in 
„ Chriſt, and the Forgiveneſs of their Sins through 
Faith in his Blood.“ 

Such a Society then, is only a Company of Peo- 


* 
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ple who by attending the public Miniſtry of the | 


Word have been brought to ſee the Neceſhty and 
Difficulty of making their Calling and Election 
ſure; and on this Account require, as ſays our 
Church, farther Counſel and Comfort for the qui- 
eting of their awakened Conſciences, and meet to 
conſult, read and pray with their Miniſters, till they 
receive the Benefit of Abſolution, to the avoiding 
all Doubtfulnefs about the Sincerity of their Repen- 
tance, the Livelineſs of their Faith and the Clear- 
neſs of their Title to Heaven. In a Word, till they 
can rejoice in God their Saviour with Joy unſpeak- 
able and full of Glory; or to uſe another Expreſſion 
of our Church, Till there be no Room left a- 
«© mong them for Error in Religion, or Viciouſneſs 
© of Lite,” 


*See Communion Seryice aud Homily for Rogation Week? 
Part the 3d. 
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ing Pages, one only Condition is previouſly requir- 
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SECOND PART. 
Rules of a 

| RELIGIOUS SOCIETY, 


of which hath been ſketched out in the fore-go- 


ed, namely—A ſincere deſire to flee from the 


F Wrath to come, and to ſeek Salvation from the 
| Servitude of Sin, according to the Goſpel and the 
| Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England; e- 


ſpecially the Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, Twelfth and 


| Thirteenth ; which are earneſlly recommended to 
the Peruſal of every Perſon who would be a Mem- 


ber. 
It is however o that the Sie of ſuch a 


defire be evinced by putting on the Form of Godli- 


neſs, which we apprehend to conſiſt in three 


Things. 


Firſt. Doing no Harm. Iſa, i. 16. Rom. xii. 5 


Secondly. Doing Good. Ila. i. 17. Rom. xii. ts... 
Thirdly. Ning the Means of Grace, Luke i. 16. 
Ja. lv. 6. 


— — 2 —äů—ñ » 
Fit. Doing no Harm. 
J. No Member ſhall take the Lord's Name in 
vain, either by profane Curſing and 


Swearing, or trivial Exclamations. 
Mat. xi. 37. 


* 


N Order to be admitted into the Society, the Plan 


See 34. hn | 
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II. No Member ſhall profane the Day of the 
Lord, by bnying or ſelling, or doing ſuch Things as 
can be done on Saturday, or left undone till Mon- 
day, See 4th Com. Iſu. lviii. 13. 14. Num. xv. 


32. 35 
Til No Member ſhall * 1 of Uncleanneſs, 


e or Tippling: conſequently he ſhall 
not go to, nor ſtay in a Public-houſe. without Ne- 
neſſity. See Rom. xiii, * 2 7 xxiv. 36. to the 
end of the Chap. 1. Tleſ. v. 6. 7. and 8. 

IV. No Member ſhall be guilty of Fighting. 
Quarreling, Brawling, returning Evil for Evil, and 
Railing for Railing. 
1. Cor. v. 11. Rom. xii. 17. 

V. No Member ſhall countenance unprofitable 
or uncharitable Converſation; much leſs ſhall he be 
guilty of filthy talking and jefling, ſpeaking evil of 
his Superiors in Church or State, or backbiting his 
Neighbours. See Eph. iv. 29. Eph. v. 3. 4. 
Jude i i. 8. 9. Ads xxiii. 35. James iv. 11. 

VI. No Member ſhall either follow, or be led by 
the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, 
ſuch as Plays, Balls, Races, Cock-fightings, Bull- 
baitings, Gaming. &c. In ſhort, no Membq; ſhall 
uſe ſuch Diverſions as cannot be uſed to theK3lory 
of God, and in the Name of the Lord JeſuY See 
The haptiſmal Vow. Eph. iv. 22. 23. Rom xii. 2. 
ii. a. 3. Gal. v. 24. 23. Col iii. 17. 

VII. No Member ſhall ſing thoſe Songs, or read 


thoſe Books which do not hos to make him a bet=- 


ter Chriſtian, and a better Neighbour; nor ſhall he 


ſpend his Time in ſuch Things as he would ſcruple. 
to do. the Day before his going to the Lord's Table. 


See James v. 13. Eph. ii. 3. Col. iii. 16. 17, 


See 6th "Com. 1: Cor. Vi 7: 
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the VIII. No Member ſhall give place to Sofinefs 
5 29 and needleſs Indulgence; neither put on gaudy and 
lone | coſtly Apparel. See 1. Thef. v. 23. 1. Peter ii. 11. 
V. We. Tim. Ii. 3. I. Cor. ix. 1 . 
IX. No Member ſhall make his Profit by the 
Lols of his Neighbour, or do to others as he would 
not they ſhould do to him,; nor ſhall be knowingly. 
bay or ſell unaccuſtomed Goods. 1. Thef. iv. 6. 


1. Cor. x. 24. Nom. iii. 7. 
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X. No Member ſhall be found as a Buſy-body, _ 
or guilty of Shynels and Unkindneſs to ſuch as do 
noi chooſe to join the Society. 1. Cor. v. 12. 
1. Peter iii. 8. 1. Tim. v. 13. 1. Peter v. 15. 
XI. No Member under Pretence of attending 
the Miniſtry of the Word, ſhall neglect the Duty of 
his Calling. The time that he ſhall ſpend in the 
religious Society ſhall be taken from his Leiſure, or 
fſaved from his Sleep, and not ſtolen from his 
Work. 2. Tueſ. ili. 8. to 12. 1. Tim. v. 14. 
„Nom. xii. 11 915 


Secondly, Doing Good. 


hall | 1 : 4 | 
ory I. Þ VERY Member ſhall do good to the Bodies 
See D of all Men; by giving food to the hungry, 


. 2. by cloathing the naked, by viſiting the ſick, and 
by helping thoſe that are in Trouble, as he hath 
ead Time and Ability. Eccle. ix. 10. Gal. v. 10. - 
et- | Mat. xxv. 35. to the End. | 5 
lhe II. Every Member. ſhall do good to the Souls of 
ple. all Men according to his power; by patiently in- 
le. itructing the ignorant, mildly reproving the pro- 
I kane, prudently warning, or Jovingly exhorting 
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1 | e 
thoſe with whom he converſes, as Opportunity ſhall 
offer. 2. Theſ. v. 14. Lev. xix. 17. Deut. vi. 7. 
Heb. 11. 12. 13. Jo 

III. Every Member ſhall do what lies in him to 


diſcountenance Profaneneſs and Immorality by 
a a religious and well ordered Courſe of Life; and to | 
check them by his Authority and Influence, it he | 
hath any. Eph. v. 11. Judges v. 23. Sam. iii. 13. 


James v. 19. 20. 
IV. Every Meinber ſhall be remarkably diligent 


in Buſineſs, and exact in the Diſcharge of all the pub- | 


lic and private Duties which are incumbent upon 


him, that the Goſpel be not blamed. Mat. v. 16, 


I: Feter-11; 2. 1. Cor. xv. 58. 2. Gor. vi. 3. 
V. Every Member ſhall deny himſelf, take up 


his Croſs daily, and follow Chriſt in the Regenera- 


tion, ſubmitting to the Reproach of the Goſpel, 
and expecting that for his Lord's Sake, Men will 
ſay all Manner of Evil of him as they did of the 
Holy Jefus. Mat. xvi. 24. Mark viii. 34. Mat. 
v. 10. 11. Mat. x. 25. Mat. xix. 28. 29. 


8 8 85 
Thirdly. hing the Means of Grace. 


Þ VERY Member ſhall attend on all the Ordi- 
nances of God as often as is pollible, conſiſt- 
ently with the foregoing Articles. Thoſe Ordi- 
nances are. | 
I. The public Worſhip of God in the Church 
&c. Fa. xlii. 4. and IAxxiv 10. Luxe ji. 37. 
Judges xx. 26. | : 1 
II. The Miniſtry of the Word either read or ex- 


pounded. Ads xx. 2. 2. Tim. iv. 2. Rom. X. 17. 


Hall 
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ſpel, 
| will 
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Times. 


Songs. 


3 15. 

III. Receiving the 5 s Supper. at every Op- | 
portunity, Ads ii. 46. 1, Gori x14: $46; 516 

IV. Having Prayer in 1 Family every Day, if 
he hath a F amily. Foſhua xxiv. 15. Acid x. 2. 

1 5 Uſing private Prayer, at leaſt Night and 
Morning. P/a. cxix. 164, Dan. vi. 13. Act i ix. 
10. Mat. xivg 23. and vi. 6. | 

VI. Reading the Scriptures, and meditating __ 
them. Deut. vi. 7. Pſa. i. 2. Rev. i. 3. Join RY 
v. 39. Lale x. 26. Add xvii. 11. 
VII. Uſing Faſting or, Abſtinence at proper 
Joel ii. 12. Mat. vi. * Mark ix. 29. 
1. Cor. vii. 5. and ix. 7. 

VIII. Singing Hymns and Pſalms and ſpiritual 
Mat, xxxi. 30. James v. 13. Col. iii. 17. 

N. B. It is plain from the Quotations annexed, 
that theſe Things are all of them agreeable to the 
Word of God, and the baptiſmal Vow, and conſe- 
quently that to aſſent to them, is neither more nor 
leſs than io aſſent to the Form of Chriſtianity, 


APPENDIX. 


J. A Perſon having a ſincere Deſire to flee 
| from the Wrath to come, according to the 
above mentioned Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, and willing to evidence to others the Sinceri- 
ty of ſuch a Deſire, iſt By avoiding Evil. 2dly 
By doing Good, and -3dly By uſing the Means of 
Grace; is to give in his or her Name to the Di- 
rector of the Society, and the major part of the 
Members, and they ſhall be joyfully admitted be 
they high or low, old or young, learned or un- 
learned, | 
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I. As it is God's expreſs . hit if any 
Man who is called a Brother, be an Whoremonget 


or a covetuous Man, or à Railer, or a Drunkard. or 
an Extertioner, we ought not to keep Company 
with him, no not even to eat with him. 1. Cor. v. 
21; And that we ſhould withdraw ourſelyes from 
Brother that walketh diſorderly. 2, Theſ. 111. 
6. A diſorderly, idle, worldly Carriage, or a wil- 
ful Violation ef the Rules of the Society. but a< 


bove all, a proud, contentious, diſputing Temper, 


the greateſt Adverſary to Peace and chriſtian Love 
ſhall be a ſufficient Ground for removing a Member 
from the Society obſerving that St. Paul bids us 
with him that he may be 
„% :aſhamed, yet not accounting him as an Enemy, 
but admoniſhing him as a Brother.” 2. « Theſ. 
111. 14. 135. : 


III. Han xchided Member . again to join 


Rees Society, h ſhall firſt acknowledge his Error; 


and if after a Trial of three Months; he appears to 


be reformed, he mall be reradmitted. 2. Cor. 
Ks. 9:8. 

TV. The Meinbers of the Society ſhall meet for 
the Purpoſe mentioned one Evening every Week, 


at the Place they ſhall fix upon, between the Hours 
Seven and Eight o'Clock. 


V. They ſhall watch over each 118 not ſor 
Evil. but in Love; and they ſhall give and receive 


mutual Reproofs in all Meekneſs and Patience. 
1. The). v. 11. 14. Rom. xiii. 8. and xiv. 1. 2. 3. 4. 


VI. They ſhall not be angry with thoſe who 
blame the Society, but meekly and filently bear 
with them. They ſhall take particular care not to 
think hard of thoſe who do not care to join them; 


a wil- 
ut as 
mper, 
Love 
mber 
ds us 
y be 
emy, 


Thef, 


Join 


ror; 


rs tO 


Cor, 


t for 
eek, 


Ours 


ſor 
eive 
nce. 
3.4 
Who 
bear 
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em, 


if any 
1onger 
ard, or 


pany 
OY. v. 


from 


1 (9) 
for to e any -Eftivnntion of themfelves 3 


hey are Members of the Society. 
3. and ix. 19. Kc. Rom xi. 18. and 20. 


ithout delay tell the Party, and if that avail not, 
they ſhall then tell the Director. Rom. xii. 9. 
Phil. ii. 1. 2. 3. Mat. xviii. 13. 16. 17. 

VIII. They ſhall look upon themſelves as a Ci- 
y ſet upen a Hill, which cannot be hid; and from 


$4 Thought that they belong fo a Religious Societ), be 


they ſhall draw ſtronger motives to walk circum- 
ſpectly before all, diligently in their Houſes, and 
humbly in their Hearts with God. Mat. v. 14. 16. 
Mich vi. 8. Nom. ii. 23 24. 

IX. They ſhall particularly be careful not to reſt 
in the Form of Godlineſs, but to ſeek the Power of 


God may be ſhed abroad in their Souls, and 
that the Peace of God which paſſeth Underſtand- 
ing, may keep their Hearts in the ſaving Know- 
ledge of God and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
1. Cor. iv. 19. 20. Cor. iii. . 1. 3. te Tim. 
111, 5 5 

X. 115 ſhall eee to bear with one ano- 
ther, according to the following Scriptures. 6c Et 
us not judge one another, but judge this rather, 


+ that no Man put a Stumbling-block before his 
Be kindiy affectioned 


* Brother. Rom. xiv 13. 
« one to another, in Honour preferring one ano- 
+ ther. Rom. xii. 10. Rejoice with them that do 


| ** rejoice, and weep with them that weep. . Be of 


„% the ſame Mind one towards another. Mind 


„not high Things, but condeſcend to Men of low 


1. Cor. x. 32. 


VII. They ſhall be watchful againſt any Diſguſt ; 
to one another, and if any ariſe in them, they ſhall 


and give all Diligence that the humbling Love 
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